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a. □ 



This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows- 



b. n 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



13 Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 
B Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
El Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 - is ssssssas on ,he interna,,ona ' •»»**•> in *• m wh,* « „ as 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55 3) 

2 



Description, Pages 

1 ~ 69 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-8 as originally filed 



□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. - 
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□ the entire international application, 
S claims Nos. 5 and 7 with respect to IA 
because: 

B ^^X^^^^^X,^ - .Cowing subi ec « 



□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 



see separate sheet 

KIM 

S-db? forks'" C ' aimS N ° S - ^ S ° inad ^tely supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 

C ofThe! ^i^^rS^.JS'SSf " Stin9 d ° eS ^ COmP ' y With the Standard Prided for in Annex 



the written form 



the computer readable form 



□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 



□ See separate sheet for further details 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-20,22,23 




No: 


Claims 


1-8 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-4,6,8 




No: 


Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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III 



For the assessment of the present claims 5 and 7 on the question whether they are 
industrially applicable, no unified criteria exist in the PCT Contracting States The 
patentability can also be dependent upon the formulation of the claims The EPO for 
example, does not recognize as industrially applicable the subject-matter of claims to 
the use of a compound in medical treatment, but may allow, however, claims to a 
known compound for first use in medical treatment and the use of such a compound for 
the manufacture of a medicament for a new medical treatment. 

Claims 5 and 7relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by the 
prov,sions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with 
respect to the industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these claims (Article 



V 

Reference is made to the following documents: 



D1 : WO 02/02505 a (ELAN PHARM INC) 1 0 January 2002 (2002-01-1 0) 

D2: US-B-6 207 6641 (HAYWARD CHERYL M ET AL) 27 March 2001 (2001-03- 

D3: WO 98/33795 a (ELLMAN JONATHAN a ; SKILLMAN a GEOFFREY (USV 
KUNTZ IRWIN D (US); ROE) 6 August 1998 (1998-08-06) 



Novelty 



The compounds of the present claims differ from those of D1 through the fact that they 
are tricyclic indole derivatives, whereas the compounds of D1 the corresponding group 
(°f Rn-i group) in claim 1 of D1 . y y M 

The compounds of the present claims differ from those of D2 inter alia through the Y-Z 
moiety. a 
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The compounds of the present claims differ from those of D3 through the fact that the 
R 4 group does not include a substituent, wherein the carbonyl group is directly adjacent 
to the neighboring N atom. 

Inventive Step 

The closest prior art is considered to be D1, since this discloses structurally similar 
compounds (cf novelty) and are useful in the treatment of Alzheimers. 

The problem underlying the present application is considered to be the provision of 
further compounds, which are effective in the treatment of Alzheimer's disease. 

The skilled person would not have expected from D1 that compounds containing the 
tricyclic groups of the type claimed in combination with the side chain attached to the 
benzo moiety of said tricyclic group would give rise to compounds having the desired 
effect. 

An inventive step has been acknowledged in principle acknowledged. However it may 
need to be considered at the regional stage of examination whether the desired activity 
lllcan be reasonably be expected to be present over the whole range claimed. 
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